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Melt Cast Charges 



PCT/SE98/00775 



The invention relates to a method of manufacturing melt cast charges comprising 
suspension of an explosive component in a molten component serving as a matrix, 
5 and new charges manufactured in accordance with the method. 

Melt cast charges are commonly used as explosive charges in shells and mines. 
Casting is a simple and inexpensive method of manufacturing also charges of a 
complicated design, e.g. shaped charges, directly in a shell body. Melt cast charges 
10 are also relatively easy to scrap by melting out the charge. 

TNT (2,4,6-trinitrotoluene) is the explosive which has mainly been used in melt cast 
charges. TNT is stable, insensitive and has a low melting point (80°C), but has rela- 
tively poor performance and a strongly negative oxygen balance (-73.9%). Explo- 
15 sives having higher performance, such as RDX and HMX, have therefore been 
suspended in molten TNT, which thus has served as a matrix, thereby obtaining 
castable mixed explosives. Also a number of other products can be mixed with mol- 
ten TNT to obtain castable explosive charges for special purposes, e.g. aluminium 
powder for charges having high efficiency. 

20 

One object of the present invention is to provide melt cast charges with improved 
performance. A further object is to use a new matrix which replaces TNT in the 
manufacture of melt cast charges, but which at the same time allows essentially the 
same processes and process equipment to be used in the manufacture of the 
25 charges. 

According to the invention, ADN (ammonium dinitramide) is used as a matrix. The 
preparation of ADN is disclosed in e.g. WO 91/19669, WO 91/19670, WO 93/16002 
and WO 97/06099. 

30 

The invention also relates to a melt cast charge comprising a matrix of ADN, in 
which an explosive has been suspended, selected from the group consisting of 
RDX, HMX, HNIW and mixtures thereof. 

35 HNIW, or CL-20 as it is also referred to, is hexanitrohexaazaisowurtzitane. A 

method of preparing HNIW is disclosed in e.g. WO 97/00873. HNIW has no melting 
point and decomposes at about 230°C. 
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Melt cast charges of mixed explosives, in which TNT is used as a matrix, are well 
known and have long been used in military applications. Examples of such mixed 
explosives are TNT/RDX (Cyclotol, Hexotol, Comp. B, HT); TNT/HMX (Octol); 
5 TNT/RDX/AI (Hexotonal, Torpex, Trialene, HTA, HBX-1, HBX-3, H-6); TNT/HMX/AI 
(Octonal, HTA-3); TNT/RDX/HMX; TNT/RDX/HMX/AI. 

According to the invention, ADN (ammonium dinitramide) can replace TNT as a 
matrix in such charges and result in a mixed explosive with improved performance. 
10 TNT has a melting point of about 80°C and ADN a melting point of 92°C. The dif- 
ference in melting point is not greater than to allow the use of essentially the same 
manufacturing processes when the charges are manufactured by using the new 
matrix. 

15 The detonation performance for pure ADN is somewhat lower than for TNT, but 
mixtures of ADN and HMX, RDX, HNIW etc. result in considerably higher perform- 
ance than do mixtures of the corresponding explosive and TNT. 

The new method is especially well suited for manufacturing shaped charges, where 
20 the melt/cast technique has great advantages while at the same time it is desirable 
to achieve higher performance of the charges. 

Theoretical calculations of detonation performance in shaped charge applications 
for different mixtures have been carried out by using the program Cheetah, the 
25 detonation performance for HMX being used as a basis of calculation and being set 
to 100%. The result is shown in the following Table: 



Explosive 


Mixture, weight%/weight% 


Performance, % of HMX 


TNT/RDX 


30/70 


80 


TNT/HMX 


30/70 


85 


ADN/RDX 


30/70 


95 


ADN/HMX 


30/70 


101 


ADN/HNIW 


30/70 


112 



A mixture of ADN/HMX 30/70 has the same performance as pure HMX, i.e. HMX 
30 can be melt cast without loss of performance by using ADN as a matrix. 
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The performance values in the Table relate to mixtures, i.e. for ADN/HNIW 
(ADN/CL-20) if HNIW is suspended in molten ADN. As described in Swedish Patent 
Application 9701394-0, HNIW can also be dissolved in molten ADN, thereby obtain- 
5 ing a complex of ADN and HNIW. The performance for the complex is higher than 
for the mixture. 

In the charges, aluminium powder and other additives can be mixed in the same 
way as is known from the manufacture of charges using TNT as a matrix. When 
10 aluminised charges are manufactured, the explosive can first be granulated with 
aluminium powder, for instance as described in US 4,376,083, before being mixed 
with the matrix. 

The invention will now be described by way of Examples. 

15 

Example 1 

3 g ADN were melted in a small steel cup provided with a thermostat and internally 
coated with Teflon. The thermostat was set at 105°C. 6 g HMX (200 jim) were 
20 added and mixed with the melt. A small stainless steel anchor was dropped into the 
mixture. The sample was cooled by setting the thermostat at 94°C for about 7 min 
and then switching it off completely. When the sample had cooled, it was carefully 
withdrawn from the cup by means of the anchor. 

25 The test was repeated while adding RDX and mixtures of HMX and RDX to molten 
ADN. 

The samples were analysed by DSC. No complex formation or exotherms owing to 
compatibility problems could be observed. Moreover, no change could be noted, 
30 either of the ADN matrix or of the admixed explosives when dividing the cast sam- 
ples. 

Example 2 

35 3 g ADN were melted in the same way as in Example 1 , and 6 g HNIW were added 
and mixed with the melt. The mixing was carried out relatively quickly to avoid that 
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HNIW dissolved in the melt to any considerable extent. The sample was cooled by 
shutting off the thermostat. 

The sample was analysed by DSC. At 92 °C, the ADN phase melted while the 
5 HNIW crystals seemed to be unaffected. 
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Claims: 



1. A method of manufacturing melt cast charges, comprising suspension of an 
explosive component in a molten component serving as a matrix, characterised in 
that the molten component is ADN. 



2. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterised in that the charges are shaped 
charges. 

3. A melt cast charge, characterised in that it comprises a matrix of ADN, in which 
an explosive has been suspended, selected from the group consisting of RDX, 
HMX, HNIW and mixtures thereof. 

4. A melt cast charge as claimed in claim 3, characterised in that it contains alumi- 
nium powder. 
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